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INTRODUCTION
We have a confession to make. We love to watch “Spy” lics. The intrigue. 
The suspense. The adventure! Almost always ater the movie is over, we 
have this overwhelming awareness that we could NEVER be spies! We aren’t 
quick thinkers, neither of us have a good memory and we won’t even get 
into our physical limitaions. The whole “Your mission should you choose 
to accept it”, “As always, should you fail, we will disavow any knowledge 
of this mission”, and “This tape will self-destruct in ive seconds” thing was 
eliminated very early on as a career choice for the both of us. We joke that if 
we WERE spies, Rich would be saying ater the tape destructed, “What was 
my mission again?” and Lisa would be like “Is it the lipsick or the mascara 
that turns into a plasic explosive?” 

Well, that got us thinking. We ARE on a mission--the greatest mission! The 
Great Co-Mission! As Believers, our mission doesn’t come to us by way of 
self-destrucing messages or some high-tech gadget. Jesus clearly spelled out 
our mission ater He completed His mission here on earth and just before 
ascending to heaven. We love how Eugene Peterson paraphrases Mathew 
28:18-20 in The Message.

Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized 

and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you 

meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by bapism in the 
threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the 

pracice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day ater 
day ater day, right up to the end of the age.”  

Unfortunately, someimes we have blundered that mission too. There have 
been imes we were solely focused on ourselves and oblivious to the needs 
of others, imes when we were fearful and so “undercover” that NOBODY 
even knew we were Chrisians, and imes when we went “rogue” and did 
things our own way. But gratefully our “Handler” is compassionate, gracious, 
slow to anger, and abounding in love and faithfulness! (Exodus 34:6) He will 
never disavow us nor leave us on our own. He promises to be with us day 
ater day unil the mission is accomplished. 

In the next three weeks, we will explore with you in this devoional booklet 
how we can co-operate with God in touching the world with His love and 
forgiveness. Each week will focus on one of these areas; The Mission, The 
Message, and the Method of our Great Co-mission. (Just so you know, 
“commission” was intenionally spelled “Co-Mission” and the hyphen  
added to remind us this is a partnership!)  

Rich and Lisa Hempel

 



Monday, April 6, 2015 – The Mission

First Things First
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength. (Deuteronomy 6:5 NIV)

Love God, your God, with your whole heart: love him with all that’s in 
you, love him with all you’ve got! (Deuteronomy 6:5 MSG)

A man once asked Jesus what was the most important commandment 
of all the Law. Jesus quoted the above verse. Everything, everything else 
must be laid upon this foundaion. In Judaism, this verse is used to open 
every service and it is the irst text that every Jewish child memorizes. It 
means our love for God must dominate everything about us. Everything 
we do proceeds from a life completely commited to Him. Paul put it this 
way, “In Him we live and move and have our being.” (Acts 17:28)

Jesus answered the man’s quesion but he did not stop there. He went 
on to say, “And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

(Mathew 22:36-40) Masterfully, Jesus put forth the simplest yet 
complete deiniion of religion. Everything else writen in His Word 
hangs on these two commands. Out of our love for God extends a love 
and willingness to care for those around us.

We don’t have to pass a compeiive batery of tests or be part of a 
“gited” program to be inducted on the team of God’s great mission. 
But a loving, living, dynamic relaionship with Jesus Christ is a deinite 
prerequisite. We can’t give what we don’t have. We can’t impart what 
we don’t possess.

TeamThe 
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Tuesday, April 7, 2015 – The Mission

Called To Be A Witness
“I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign 
god among you. You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am 
God.” (Isaiah 43:12 NIV)

I promised to save you, and I kept my promise. You are my witnesses that 
no other god did this. I, the Lord, have spoken. (Isaiah 43:12 CEV)

Neither of us has ever been called to be a witness in a trial. But 
everyone knows that witnesses are called in to tell what they know. For 
the All-powerful God of the Universe to declare that the Israelites were 
His witnesses is really big news. It implies that God chose to partner 
with and elicit their help to propagate the Gospel; because apart from 
choosing this process, He would certainly not need their help. He called 
them to join Him in making His character and heart known.

The Israelites lived in a culture that was obsessed with worshiping idols 
and God wanted His people to speak out so that all people in their 
land would know the truth. Today, we ind ourselves in an increasingly 
idolatrous and more deiant culture. The Apostle Paul asserted that the 
last days would be perilous or terrible imes. (1Timothy 3:1) The idols of 
today distract, deceive, and destroy. This compels us to speak up. How 
amazing that the one about whom it is said, “There was nothing created 

that He did not create.”  (John 1:3) sill calls us to be His witnesses. 
Someimes we get confused and think we are called to do great things 
for God but all He is asking of us is to make a public declaraion of what 
he has done for us. 

Witness
Be a 
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Wednesday, April 8, 2015 – The Mission

Plugged In
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 NIV)
But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and 

you will tell people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8 NLT)

Rich loves power tools. He has an assortment of corded 110 volt and 
batery operated tools. As great as they are, they are only useful as long 
as they are plugged into a power source. Similarly, our efeciveness is 
completely dependent on our source of power, the Holy Spirit. In Greek 
the word for witness and the word for martyr is the same. To be the 
Kind of witnesses that are willing to give all for the sake of the Gospel 
requires empowerment from the Holy Spirit. With Him, ordinary people 
can do extraordinary things. Without Him, ordinary people can only do 
ordinary things.

Henry Jessup, a missionary to Syria, was discouraged by the lack of 
converts. He shut himself up with the Word of God to determine the 
reason for the fruitlessness. It dawned on him that he had been working 
in his own strength as he read about the fall of Jericho and how God 
did it so that no man could take credit. He then took a sheet of paper 
and wrote down the names of eleven men he was seeking to bring to 
Christ and brought them to God in prayer. A few days later, one of the 
men came to see him under a heavy burden for his sins and was saved. 
Within three weeks, all of the men were won to Christ. Take some ime 
today and ask God to touch you fresh and new with His Holy Spirit.
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Thursday, April 9, 2015 – The Mission

Someone
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. How, then, 
can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 

without someone preaching to them? (Romans 10:13-14 NIV)

Everyone who calls, ‘Help, God!’ gets help. But how can people call for 
help if they don’t know who to trust? And how can they know who to 
trust if they haven’t heard of the One who can be trusted? And how can 
they hear if nobody tells them? (Romans 10:13-14 MSG)

Not too long ago, we received a voicemail giving us the date, ime and 
place of a meeing we were invited to atend. Based on the informaion 
given, we arrived on ime only to ind no cars in the parking lot. We had 
been given incorrect informaion. Fortunately, the only consequence 
was a small inconvenience. 

Imagine being given misinformaion with eternal consequences. Every 
day propaganda from false religions and empty philosophies are 
disseminated to millions. The above scriptures mandate that we who 
know The Truth, The Life and The Way must speak out in the midst of 
the confusion and decepion. We are in joint partnership with God in 
bringing others to salvaion. If someone calls on His name, God will save 
them. But they cannot call on His name if they are misinformed and 
know nothing about Him. Someone must tell them about the one who 
can be trusted. We are someone.

Someone
You are
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Friday, April 10, 2015 – The Mission

But Wait, There’s More
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all naions, bapizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Mathew 28:18-20 NIV) 

Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized 

and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you 

meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by bapism in the 
threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the 

pracice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day ater 
day ater day, right up to the end of the age.” (Mathew 28:18-20 MSG)

Of all the many scriptures that urge us to share the Gospel, this one, 
to many is the most frightening. Being a witness, sharing your faith or 
just shining your light in a dark world sounds easy. But in this verse, 
Jesus raises the stakes and tells us to “go and make disciples”. Sounds 
ominous doesn’t it? What is a disciple and how do we make one? 
Jesus said disciples are people who hold to His teaching, (John 8:31) 
give up everything for Him, (Luke 14:33) and bear much fruit. (John 
15:8) The Apostle Paul explained the “making” process. He called it the 
church. “Now these are the gits Christ gave to the church: the apostles, 
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their 

responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the 
church, the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12 MSG) 

We end this week with a quote by John Piper on the Great Commission.
“On what possible basis do we have any right to tell anybody 
they should change their whole way of thinking and acing 
and become a disciple of Jesus Christ? Only one thing could 
jusify such outlandish proselyizing all over the world—that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead and has been given an absolute 
authority over natural and supernatural forces so that every 
human and every angelic being will give an account to him. If 
Jesus has that kind of authority, then we Chrisians not only 
have the right but are bound by love to tell other people to 
change and become his disciples.”

Day 5
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Monday, April 13, 2015 – The Message

No Greater Love
You see, at just the right ime, when we were sill powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a 
good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his 

own love for us in this: While we were sill sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 
5:6-8 NIV)

Christ arrives right on ime to make this happen. He didn’t, and doesn’t, 
wait for us to get ready. He presented himself for this sacriicial death when 
we were far too weak and rebellious to do anything to get ourselves ready. 

And even if we hadn’t been so weak, we wouldn’t have known what to do 
anyway. We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and 

we can understand how someone good and noble could inspire us to selless 
sacriice. But God put his love on the line for us by ofering his Son in sacrii-
cial death while we were of no use whatever to him. (Romans 5:6-8 MSG)

That Christ died for us is more than enough proof that He loves us. But 
this passage goes beyond any kind of love we have ever known. Christ 
dying for us while we were yet sinners communicates a more profound 
love. As human’s we might be able to relate to the kind of love that 
would moivate us to give our life for someone we cared about. But it 
is almost unfathomable to give one’s life for an enemy. That is what we 
were. (Romans 5: 10) There is no greater love to be known than this.

Knowing that He chose to die for us while we were yet sinners also setles 
now and forever that there is absolutely nothing we can do to earn God’s 
love. And if that is true so is the converse. There is nothing that we can do to 
ever lose God’s love.
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Tuesday, April 14, 2015 – The Message

The Great Exchange
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we 

might become the righteousness of God. (2 Corinthians 5:20-21 NIV)

We were sent to speak for Christ, and God is begging you to listen to our 
message. We speak for Christ and sincerely ask you to make peace with 
God. Christ never sinned! But God treated him as a sinner, so that Christ 
could make us acceptable to God. (2 Corinthians 5:20-21 GW)

God has called us to be His ambassadors of reconciliaion. We are to 
plead with those who are lost to be reconciled to God. The New Tes-
tament never menions God being reconciled to men. That was estab-
lished through Christ’s death on the Cross. Every perverted disgusing 
sin that was ever commited and will ever be commited was placed on 
Christ and in exchange His perfect righteousness was made available 
to us. “The punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 

has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 

us all.” (Isaiah 53:5-6) 

Because of our sin we were at war with God but He held out an Olive 
branch of reconciliaion to all by puing our sin upon Christ who volun-
tarily accepted it upon the Cross. The greatest exchange ever wrought 
in history, all our sin for all Christ’s righteousness hinges on whether we 
choose to receive by faith what has been given. 
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Wednesday, April 15, 2015 – Message

Choose Life
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10 NIV) 

The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundant-
ly. (John 10:10 NKJV)

There is no greater contrast than between God and Satan. Some believe 
that they are opposites of each other, that God is the good one, Satan 
the bad one, and that they are in a batle for supremacy over this world. 
But this is nowhere near the truth. The reality is that our God is the 
Almighty God. He is the one and only God. There is no comparison for 
Him. He created all things which means He created Satan –kind of. God 
created Lucifer, and then Lucifer chose to make a devil out of himself. 

As humans we make over 35,000 choices a day. But here stands the 
choice of all choices. Will we serve the one who steals, kills and destroys 
or The One who brings the most incredible, fulilling, abundant life. Mo-
ses put it like this, “This day I call the heavens and the earth as witness-
es against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that 
you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.”  

(Deuteronomy 30:19-20)
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Thursday, April 16, 2015 – Message

Sent
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 

me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the capives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners… to comfort all who mourn, and provide for 

those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead 
of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 

instead of a spirit of despair. (Isaiah 61:1-3 NIV)

The Spirit of the Lord God is on me. The Lord has chosen me to tell good 

news to the poor and to comfort those who are sad. He sent me to tell 

the capives and prisoners that they have been set free… I will take away 
the ashes on their head, and I will give them a crown. I will take away 
their sadness, and I will give them the oil of happiness. I will take away 
their sorrow, and I will give them celebraion clothes. (Isaiah 61:1-3 ERV)

In our opinion, of all the scriptures, none encapsulates God’s heart for 
his creaion like this passage. What beauiful contemplaion, sensiivi-
ty and compassion is in His heart for us. These were not just inscribed 
words of ancient fantasical poetry. This, we know because the God 
Man, Jesus, stood before the people of Nazareth, who minutes later 
conspired to throw Him of a clif, read this passage and proclaimed, 
“Today, this scripture is fulilled in your hearing.”(Luke 4:21)

Incredibly, Jesus sent us to perform these same acts of compassion 
when he said to his disciples, ”Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in 
me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12)
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Friday, April 17, 2015 – Message

Amazing Grace
I mean that you have been saved by grace because you believed. You 
did not save yourselves; it was a git from God. You are not saved by the 
things you have done, so there is nothing to boast about. (Ephesians 2:8-
9 NIV)

Because of his kindness, you have been saved through trusing Christ. 
And even trusing is not of yourselves; it too is a git from God. Salvaion 
is not a reward for the good we have done, so none of us can take any 

credit for it. (Ephesians 2:8-9 TLB)

Someimes, something is so easy it is hard. Many miss the git of salva-
ion because they have been jaded by this world into thinking there is 
nothing that is genuinely free with no strings atached. Others miss this 
git because they have an incessant need to prove themselves worthy. 
Sadly, very religious people spend their enire lives trying to earn the 
free git of salvaion. Flagellaions, pilgrimages and penance avert God’s 
beloved from entering into His grace. 

And then there are some who have yet to hear the story of God’s 
amazing grace. A Hindu devotee was very worried about his sins. In his 
despair, he went to the priest and asked what he should do to get relief. 
The priest told him to drive spikes into his shoes and walk a journey 
of many days. The man drove the spikes in his shoes and began his 
pilgrimage, sufering intensely at every step. Soon he sat down to rest 
near where a man was telling how Christ could free men from sin and 
give them peace. When he heard the good news, he drew of his spiked 
shoes and threw them as far as he could and cried, “That’s what I want, 
give me Jesus! Give me Jesus!”
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Monday, April 20, 2015 – Method

Work With A Purpose

In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. (Mathew 5:16 NIV)

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. (Mat-
thew 5:16 ESV)

Living in a world that is growing increasingly antagonisic towards God 
makes sharing the Gospel more challenging. With banned Bibles and prayer, 
directed hosiliies towards people of faith by media and social networks and 
condescending academics belitling Chrisian doctrine and theology we must 
take a diferent approach. One approach which Jesus taught in the above 
scripture is what we like to call workplace evangelism. 

Admitedly this scripture pertains to all work not just work for employ-
ment but our case can be made. The Greek word used here is ergon 

which is translated work, labor, acion, deed and is derived from ergo 

which means to work or accomplish.

One efecive way to point people to God is by doing our work with a 
spirit of excellence and humility. When we do good or superior “works” 
that are void of pride and conceit, God and not ourselves will receive the 
glory. Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are excellent examples. 
(Daniel 1:3-6)

Day 11

with a 
purposework 

Method

        Monday, Week Three - The Method



Tuesday, April 21, 2015 – Method

A Winning Testimony
They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

tesimony; (Revelaion 12:11 NIV)

They had power over him and won because of the blood of the Lamb and by 

telling what He had done for them. (Revelaion 12:11 NLV)

That the enemy is defeated by Christ’s blood is something to celebrate. That 
the devil is also defeated by the word of the martyrs’ tesimonies should 
inspire every believer to walk daily in the power of the Spirit. It isn’t clear but 
could this mean when our tesimony is strong those watching us are drawn 
to Christ and the enemy is defeated in that person’s life? 

Few things are more atracive than someone who even in the midst of trials 
and tribulaions walks with Joy and contentment. It is magneizing. These 
kinds of tesimonies are a powerful tool that God can use to bring his love to 
lost hearts. When we hold to the truth and declare our unwavering belief in 
Christ, we not only overcome the enemy but we also draw people to God. 

People can argue with you over the Bible and of God’s existence but they 
cannot argue with you about what God has done in your life. Paul recognized 
the importance of a good tesimony when he included it as a prerequisite 
for leadership in the church and a shield against the enemy. “Moreover he 

must have a good tesimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into 
reproach and the snare of the devil.” (1 Timothy 3:7 NKJV)

Our desire is to have such a powerful tesimony that the devil knows our 
name unlike the seven sons of Sceva! “And the evil spirit answered and said, 

“Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” (Act 19:13-15 NKJV)
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Wednesday, April 22, 2015 – Method

More Than Giftedness
I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My message 
and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 

demonstraion of the Spirit’s power, (1 Corinthians 2:3-4)

I was unsure of how to go about this, and felt totally inadequate—I was 
scared to death, if you want the truth of it—and so nothing I said could 
have impressed you or anyone else. But the Message came through any-
way. God’s Spirit and God’s power did it, (1 Corinthians 2:3-4)

Warren Wiersbe tells the story of a certain church that had a beauiful 
stained-glass window just behind the pulpit. It depicted Jesus on the 
cross. One Sunday, there was a guest minister who was much smaller 
than the regular Pastor. A litle girl listened to the guest for a ime then 
turned to her mother and asked, “Where is the man who usually stands 
there so we can’t see Jesus?”

Most of us wish we had great talents and speaking abiliies so we 
wouldn’t feel inadequate when it comes to sharing our faith. But is that 
necessarily what God wants for us? We have lived long enough to know 
that the amount of a person’s talent does not always correlate with min-
istry efeciveness. We have sat in services where the vocalist could not 
carry a tune but the presence of the Spirit was so evident and lives were 
changed. Paul is cauioning us in this passage to refrain from operaing 
in our own natural gits apart from the Spirit as this can prevent others 
from seeing Christ. “The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human efort 
accomplishes nothing.” (John 6:63)
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Thursday, April 23, 2015 – Method

Words Of Life
Set a guard over my mouth, Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips. 

(Psalm 141:3 NIV) 

Take control of what I say, O Lord, and guard my lips. (Psalm 141:3 NLT)

If you are wondering why someone would ask God to place a guard over 
his/her mouth, you probably don’t need to read today’s devoion! For 
the rest of us, we can recall at least one ime when we could have used 
that kind of security censor! 

Recently, God impressed upon us that every conversaional interacion is 
actually a Great Co-mission assignment. Most of us would have to admit 
there are some conversaions we paricipated in that most deinitely did not 
atract the other person to Christ. We are either drawing people to Christ or 
pushing them away with every word that we speak. Scripture says, “Words 
kill, words give life; they’re either poison or fruit—you choose.” (Proverbs 
18:21 MSG) “Coincidentally”, our youngest daughter has been pracicing the 
song, Words by Hawk Nelson for a performance. The lyrics are compelling as 
they relate to the Great Commission and the consequences of our words.

They’ve made me feel like a prisoner, They’ve made me feel set free  
They’ve made me feel like a criminal, Made me feel like a king 

They’ve lited my heart To places I’d never been                                                            
And they’ve dragged me down, Back to where I began

Words can build you up, Words can break you down 

Start a ire in your heart or Put it out 
Let my words be life, Let my words be truth                                                                          

I don’t wanna say a word, Unless it points the world back to You

You can heal the heartache, Speak over the fear 

God, Your voice is the only thing, We need to hear 

I wanna speak Your love, Not just another noise                                                              

Oh, I wanna be Your light, I wanna be Your voice
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Friday, April 24, 2015 – Method

The Least Of These
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you 

a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did 

we see you sick or in pr ison and go to visit you?’  The King will reply, ‘Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me.’” (Mathew25:37-40 NIV)

Then the ones who pleased the Lord will ask, “When did we give you some-
thing to eat or drink? When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you 

clothes to wear or visit you while you were sick or in jail?” The king will an-
swer, “Whenever you did it for any of my people, no mater how unimportant 
they seemed, you did it for me.” (Mathew25:37-40 CEV)

This parable is one of the most striking of Jesus’ parables. One cannot read it 
and come away without the realizaion that we will be judged in accordance 
with our response to human need. While caring for the less fortunate may 
not be considered the Great Co-Mission, it epitomizes the gospel, it points to 
the gospel, and it’s an efect of the gospel. Its importance is certainly relect-
ed in the above passage. 

Just like other aspects of our tesimony, acts of kindness, compassion and 
jusice open the door to share our faith. The surprised reacion of the righ-
teous in response to the Lord’s recogniion of their compassionate deeds is 
a thing of true beauty. It reveals their acions were moivated from genuine 
kindheartedness and were not just a means to an end. How encouraging to 
know that it is not only the grandest acts which make a diference but also 
the simplest gestures in which any of us may paricipate.
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